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Safety Notice During article development, firearm testing, training, 
and participating in shooting activities, Junior Shooters insists that 
all juniors are supervised by an adult and follow NRA-approved 
safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs must always be 
accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which the 
camera is in front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, 
are made using a remote camera.

Warning Readers:  Be advised that there may be products represented in this 
magazine as to which the sale, possession, or interstate transportation thereof 
may be restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing requirements.  
Prospective purchasers should consult the local law enforcement authorities 
in their area.  All of the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, products, equipment, 
and components under particular conditions and circumstances, some or all of 
which may not be reported in the particular article and which this magazine has 
not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the 
use of any product or the carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept no responsibility for 
any liability, injuries, or damages arising out of any person’s attempt to rely upon 
any information contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under adult 
supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing line were done via remote 
camera.

What do you want out of the shooting sports?   
Do you want to have fun? How about being the best 

shooter in your class or shooting discipline? Are you 
interested in friendly competition with your family and 
friends or being a fierce competitor? Maybe you aren’t 
really interested in competition at all but just learning, 
plinking, and having a good time. Maybe you enjoy 
going hunting and camping with your friends or family.  
Any, or all of these, are fine.

You don’t have to be the best to have fun shooting. 
Don’t get me wrong — being the top shooter in your 
field is certainly quite an accomplishment and takes 
hours of dedication and hard work. It is something to 
be proud of. Just going out and learning how to shoot 
with family and friends and how to be safe is also very 
enjoyable. When you first hear the “clang” of the bullet 
hitting the target, your friends, family, and coaches are 
just as happy and proud as you are. It is always more 
rewarding when you are doing competitive shooting, 
either on an individual or team basis, to have friends 
and a little rivalry and companionship. This makes 
any sport so much more interesting. Rivalry and 
competitiveness need to be tempered with respect for 
others, respect for your equipment, safety, and positive, 
good sportsman conduct. I feel so proud when I see 
juniors acting this way and still enjoying what they are 
doing. When I see them helping their competitors as 
well as their teammates, I really feel good about what 
we have taught them. I hope they will grow up teaching 
others all of these attributes.

So, getting back to what you want out of shooting. 
This may be different for each individual. It also may 
change as time goes by. Me, I usually want to relax and 
connect with others, though we have to do a lot of gun 
testing as part of reviews, but that ends being something 
I enjoy as well. A little competitiveness certainly crops 
up when shooting in competition against my friends 
and even just testing on the range. Who can make the 
longest shot? The fastest? Get the most hits? Who 
can get the best 5-shot group? I think it is nice to win 
sometimes but just as great to have a good friend do his 
best and win the day. 

One of the really great things about shooting is that 
there are so many different kinds of disciplines. If you 
have a physical handicap in one area, just try another. 

If you can’t walk, use a wheelchair. If one arm doesn’t 
work, then try bench-rest rifle or pistol competitions 
where only one hand is used. There are so many options. 
Don’t let life get you down. Grab a hold of it, make 
friends, have fun, and be a part of something you can 
participate in all of your life. I have had some major 
foot problems over the last few years, but it hasn’t 
stopped me from shooting. Try a new discipline, or go 
back to one that isn’t as quite as hard on your body.  I 
spent some time going back to cowboy action shooting 
and looking at long-range. 

Shooting is a sport you can participate in your whole 
life. Whether you are 8 or 80, you can take pleasure in 
one of the oldest and most enjoyable sports there is.

Safety always comes first.



From  your   Editor
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By Ricky Marston (15) 

On September 10, 2015, I received a Mossberg 835 
pump 12 -Gauge shotgun and had the opportunity to 
try it out at the range and in the field.  Right when 
I opened the box, I knew it was a great and a well-
made gun from Mossberg. It came with the stock and 
action, 28-inch barrel, four choke tubes including 
modified, improved cylinder, full, and extra full. 
Also the action is built for 12 Gauge 2 ¾, 3 and 3.5-
inch shells. 

I thought, from looking at other guns, the 3.5 
inch shells would kick like a mule but not with the 
great recoil reducing technology from Mossberg. I 
shot paper at first just to get used to the sights and 
feel of the gun and then I put it through everything 
I could think of. I didn’t even clean the gun for 100 
rounds of 3-inch waterfowl loads, and many more. 
It even worked and functioned great when it fell out 
of the boat into the frigid waters of the Snake river. 
It ran smoothly even with water in all of the parts of 
the gun and a layer of ice! That is quite a test to its 
ruggedness. 

I shot all sorts of different shot sizes, both lead and 
steel, also brands like Black Cloud, Federal, Fiochi, 
Winchester, Kent, and Estate. Also, the front bead on 
the end of the 28-inch barrel was a red fiber optic and 
it picked up light in the lowest light conditions. 

I have hunted many animals with this great shotgun 
including ducks, geese, pheasant, quail, dove and 
many more. It is a great shotgun for beginners that 
want to hunt waterfowl and other animals. Its total 
length from barrel-tip to buttstock is 50-inches.  With 
its great camo pattern, it blends in really well in to 
most things in the fields like timber, grass lands, 
prairies, and marsh lands,

If you are looking for an excellent field gun at a 
reasonable price and need one that will operate 
almost anywhere, this is the one to get.

The Mossberg 935 Pro

FIELD GUN
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“I shot all sorts of different shot sizes, both lead and steel, also 
brands of shells like Black Cloud, Federal, Fiochi, Winchester, 

Kent, and Estate.”

“It even worked and functioned great when it fell out of the boat 
into the frigid waters of the Snake river.” 

WELL, I GUESS IT’S DUCK FOR DINNER! 

Ricky on the 
Snake river with 
Rob James in 
the back and 
friend Hayden 
James and their 
chocolate lab 
Grizz.
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Para-athlete Junior & Coach Bound to Realize Rifling Dreams
Taylor Farmer, 18, of Castalia, 

Ohio, was born to persevere. Her entire 
life, cerebral palsy (a neurological 
condition that limits muscle 
coordination) has led her to have to 
work just a little harder than others to 
achieve her goals. The effects of the 
disease on her body cause her to walk 
with crutches and to use a wheelchair 
when she moves across long distances – 
but that hasn’t slowed her down. 

In fact, with the incredible help of 
someone who happens to know exactly 
what it’s like to be in her seat (so to 
speak), she has learned to thrive at 
lightning speed. Or, you could say, at 
the speed of an air rifle pellet.

As a teenager, Taylor began shooting 
rifle with her dad and her older brother. 
Though her medical ailment makes 
certain activities more difficult than 
they are for the average person, she 
never let it get in the way of her desire 
to shoot.  

“I didn’t really think of it as being a 
challenge. I just wanted to do it,” she 
said, matter-of-factly.

Taylor started building her 
marksmanship skills with a .22 rifle as a 
member of a local conservation league 
as well as a junior 4-H club. Right 
away, her 4-H coach, Mary Ann Miller, 
recognized Taylor’s talent and wanted 
to connect her with someone who could 
teach Taylor not only the fundamentals 
of competitive shooting, but the other, 
more unique elements that Taylor 
personally will face. Immediately, Mary 
Ann knew just the right person. 

Greg Drown, 56, was a member 
of The Ohio State University Rifle 
team from 1980-1984 – serving as 
team captain his junior and senior year 
and earning numerous gold medals 
throughout his career in college and 
beyond. He even competed in the 1984 
Olympic Team Tryouts in Los Angeles 
and has been a State Champion in Three 
Position Air Rifle and Smallbore (.22) 
Prone again and again over the last 
three decades. 

Though his accomplishments are 
already astounding on paper, a further 

look into his story shows more than 
just an incredible marksman – Greg 
is a model of mental strength and 
endurance. 

From 1995-2000, Greg gradually 
developed multiple sclerosis, a disabling 
condition of the central nervous system. 
His disease placed him in a wheelchair, 
but his determination kept him moving 
further into his shooting career (and 
winning a slew of gold medals and 
championships).   

“It was a daunting task to re-learn the 
positions, not to mention shooting out 
of a chair with an attached table,” he 
said. “I had my trials and tribulations, 
but it took three or four years to become 
competitive again.” 

With determination, Greg reached 
the pinnacle of his career by winning 
the 2009 3P Any Sight National 
Championship at Camp Perry. He also 
made it to a Para World Cup in 2011.

In September 2015, Greg and Taylor 
finally connected for the first time at 
the Gary Anderson CMP Competition 
Center air rifle range, during the Ohio 
Day at the Range event at Camp Perry 
– designed for children and adults with 
disabilities and their families to come 
together to fish, make crafts, learn about 
nature and, of course, shoot air rifle. 

“I grabbed a sporter rifle off the rack 
and Taylor began shooting off the foam 
rests,” Greg said. “She consistently put 
20 or so shots in the 10 ring.” 

Taylor then asked Greg if she could 
get rid of the rest and shoot out of 
the adapted standing position while 
seated in her wheelchair. To Greg’s 
amazement, she continued to put shot 
after shot in the 9 and 10 ring – all 

Taylor Farmer may look like just 
another shooter, but there is so 
much more than what meets the 
eye. Despite being diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy, Taylor has achieved 
incredible milestones in only her 
first year of competitive shooting.

Greg Drown was a member of 
The Ohio State University rifle 
team from 1980-1984 and has 
also been an extremely talented 
and decorated marksman over 
the last 30 years. From 1995-
2000, Greg slowly developed 
multiple sclerosis – leaving him 
in a wheelchair, but not stopping 
him from earning even more 

marksmanship accolades.  

 Rifling    Dreams
By Ashley Brugnone, 
CMP Writer 
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Para-athlete Junior & Coach Bound to Realize Rifling Dreams

without a coat and glove. 
“Right then and there, I knew I had 

something special,” he said. “I kept 
telling her over and over how well she 
was doing, and all I got back was this 
simple expression of ‘I can do this – this 
is easy.’” 

Greg mentioned the CMP’s Open 
Public Shooting on Tuesday and 
Thursday nights, where anyone can 
come to the range to shoot air guns. He 
then, without hesitation, offered to use 
those times to help Taylor advance her 
skills – as her new coach. 

“A star was being born – that sounds 
corny, but it was true,” Greg joked. “I 
was just as excited as she was when we 
left that day.”

As a coach, he carefully observes 
her shooting to improve her growing 
marksmanship skills. But one of the 
most important things that makes Greg 
an extraordinary mentor for Taylor 
is when it comes to understanding 

Taylor Farmer and Greg 
Drown met for the first time 
at the 2015 Ohio Day at 
the Range, where families, 
friends and those with 
disabilities come together to 
participate in fun outdoor 
activities. The CMP offered 
air rifle at the Gary Anderson 
CMP Competition Center 

during the event.

At first, without a jacket of her own, Taylor borrowed 
Greg’s for practice. Unfortunately, Greg’s jacket is 
designed for a right-handed shooter and Taylor is left-
handed – not exactly as stabilizing at it should have been. 

Eventually, Taylor got a jacket of her own.

 Rifling    Dreams

something that not all marksmen can – 
shooting from a wheelchair.

 “Right now, she is shooting world-
class qualifying scores, and I show her 
what she is capable of and that there is 
no reason she cannot be competitive in 
the Para World Cup circuit,” Greg said.

Through his teachings, Taylor has 
genuinely connected with Greg as a 
trainer and a human being, saying, “If 
I wouldn’t have had him as a coach, I 
wouldn’t be where I am today. He can 
just comprehend some things better.”

Taylor’s first taste of competitive air 
rifle came right away in September 
2015, at a 60-Shot CMP Monthly 
Match at Camp Perry. Without a glove 
or a jacket of her own to use, the match 
turned out to be more difficult for her 
than she thought – both mentally and 
physically. 

“I was pretty nervous,” she said. “I 
didn’t do the best, but over time, I got 
better and better.”

Now fully equipped, Taylor is 
becoming a regular at air rifle events. 
Though less than a year into her career, 
she has shot in every 60-Shot CMP 
Monthly Match. In December, she fired 
at the Junior Olympic Qualifiers match 
where she fired 381 – a shot above 
the 380 cut-off score. Unfortunately, 
disabled shooters aren’t currently 
recognized, and she wasn’t able to fire 
for record at the Junior Olympics.

 The following March, at the 60-Shot 
NRA Air Rifle Sectionals at The Ohio 
State University in Columbus, Ohio, 
she recorded a score of 580/600 to earn 
second place overall – not bad for her 
first match on paper targets. Just a few 
weeks later, she fired a score of 395/400 
to receive her first gold medal at the 40-
Shot NRA Junior Sectional Match at the 
University of Akron in Akron, Ohio. 

“I didn’t think, since I had just been 
shooting since September, that I could 
go that far,” she admitted. “But, practice 
makes perfect.”

And practice, she does. Since 
September, her incredibly supportive 
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parents, Dennis and Princetta, have made the 
25-minute drive to the air range at Camp Perry 
every week, twice a week, for practice during 
Open Public Shooting. They plan on continuing 
her training, even after she graduates from high 
school in June.

“Taylor is a very determined young lady,” Greg 
said. “Her accomplishments and abilities keep 
amazing me every time we train and compete . . . 
She has shown in training and in matches that she 
has what it takes.”

Greg went on, “I think she is determined enough 
to show them, ‘Look what I can do, and look what 
I have accomplished in my short shooting career, 
and look what is in store for me.’” 

This summer, Taylor plans to visit Fort 
Benning, Ga., where she hopes to be classified 
by the International Paralympic Committee on 
her degree of impairment in the sport. From 
there, she’ll keep her eyes on her ultimate goal 
– earning a spot on the Olympic team during the 
2020 Olympics in Tokyo. 

Greg, after overcoming discouraging obstacles 
during his own lifetime, is focused on helping 
Taylor reach her goals. And, without knowing 
it, Taylor has aided Greg in return by fulfilling 
one of his life aspirations through their incredible 
bond on and off the firing line.

“My goal all along has been that if I could make 
a difference in just one person’s life, it would 
make it all worthwhile to me,” he said. “It’s hard 
to explain – there is something God-like here. It 
was really meant to be that there is this special 
coach-student relationship. I truly feel I have seen 
this young lady grow and become more mature – 
from that first day.”

The Civilian Marksmanship Program is 
a federally chartered 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
corporation. It is dedicated to firearm safety and 
marksmanship training and to the promotion of 
marksmanship competition for citizens of the 
United States. For more information about the 
CMP and its programs, log onto www.TheCMP.
org.

And practice, she does. Since September, her 
incredibly supportive parents, Dennis and 

Princetta, have made the 25-minute drive to the air 
range at Camp Perry every week, twice a week, for 

practice during Open Public Shooting

Taylor earned her 
first gold medal at the 
40-Shot NRA Junior 

Sectional Match at the 
University of Akron in 

the spring of 2016.

Pictured is Taylor (left), 
her 4-H coach Mary 
Ann Miller (center) 

and Greg Drown 
(right). Taylor has also 
credited Mary Ann as 

an extremely influential 
figure in her rifling 
career, saying, “I 

wouldn’t be where I am 
today without Mary Ann 

too.”
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By: Ashley Rumble (13)

Tandem Kross's New 

During the 2015 Northwest NSSF 
Rimfire Match at Parma, ID, last August, 
my dad and I were walking through the 
vendor area looking at all the parts we want 
to add to our wish list. At one of the booths, 
we met Bryan Haaker from Tandem Kross.  
Tandem Kross makes a lot of aftermarket 
parts for Ruger and Browning rimfire guns, 
and my being a dedicated rimfire shooter 
for the last few years, their products, of 
course, caught my eye.  We saw that there 
were two Browning Buckmark pistols 
on display with some nice parts added 
on.  Since I shoot a Buckmark and don’t 
normally see many aftermarket parts for 
them, we struck up a long conversation 
about their products and exchanged email 
addresses.

A few weeks later, we received an email 
from Bryan about helping them out with 
something because I use a Buckmark as my 
go-to match pistol.  So, over the past few 
months, I have had the great opportunity 
to collaborate with Tandem Kross with 
beta testing one of their new triggers for 
the Browning Buckmark.  This is a new 
opportunity for me, and I was very much 
looking forward to helping them out.

A few weeks after the email, we got 
the first trigger.  It was just a yellow 3d 
printer version of what they were hoping 
to produce, but there were some obvious 
upgrades to a normal Buckmark trigger.  
We installed the trigger into the pistol in 
about thirty minutes with no problems on 
the first try, a good sign, and always nice 
that Browning makes this pistol easy to 
work on. Once that was done, we used it in 
a rimfire match at our local range to give it 
an acid test of sorts. There are a lot of things 
about this trigger that is different, and it has 
been a good asset.  We could tell that they 

Ashley shooting the Buckmark with 
the 3D test trigger installed.

BBTTrigger

Br
ow
ni
ng

Bu
ck
m
a
rk



15Volume 23 Spring 2016

The Buckmark with 
the new trigger from 

Tandem Kross.

put a lot of effort into the design, even 
with the “rough finish” prototype.

At the range, the first difference I 
noticed was that it has a flat faced trigger 
with ridges.   For me, I could bring my 
finger to the trigger much quicker at the 
start than I could on a regular trigger that 
is a smooth-faced curved shape.  I also felt 
right off that I was able to pull the trigger 
quicker without having to jerk the trigger 
because there was no curve in it and 
my finger gripped it better. As everyone 
knows, a smooth trigger pull counts 
for a lot.  The pullback was also faster 
and smoother than the original, and that 
helped my speed as well by being able to 
get the next round ready.  The trigger pull 
combined with a nice clean “break” that 
I felt was a huge improvement over the 
original trigger on both of the Buckmarks 
I use.  Not having to focus as much on 
my trigger pull cut down on the effort 
and thought energy I had to put into my 
trigger discipline.  That helped me focus 
on the other areas of my shooting, and I 
didn’t feel worn out from over focusing 
on one thing too much.  When I can use 
better skills with the trigger that makes it 
easier, I can hit my target better and faster 
than before.  So overall, I couldn’t find 
anything but good with the prototype.  
Once again, I could tell they put a lot into 
this new trigger.  

I’m not faulting the Buckmark as it 
came.  I use them because I like them, 
and I’ve shot a lot of rounds through the 
UDX and Camper models we have.  So 
anything that can improve on them is 
a big deal because they fit me so well 
already, I want to stick with them.  But as 
I get better, sometimes an upgrade is nice 

Trigger

and necessary.  It’s also nice that there 
is finally a company that is making these 
parts for the Buckmark.

After the match and a few other outings 
we sent our observations back to Tandem 
Kross, and we waited while they did 
their final test based on the feedback they 
got from other competitors and me.  A 
few weeks later we were sent a finished 
product of the new trigger.  It is virtually 
the same as the prototype we tested, but 
now black and sturdier.  We installed the 
new production model, again with no 
issues, and it felt as good as the prototype.  
I’m very happy with it and look forward 
to using it more and more.

We are very grateful for the opportunity 
to be able to help out a company like 
Tandem Kross.  Since even before we 
were asked to test this trigger, we’ve had 
nothing but positive experiences with the 
company every time we contacted them.  
Their line of products seems very well 
thought out and well designed.  There 
are a few other things they make that we 
look forward to using in the future.  

Since my very first match, where my 
dad and I were unsure about what we 
would face, we have been met with great 
sportsmen and women.  It safe to say that 
the shooting world has no shortage of 
great people and companies, and Tandem 
Kross stands out in how they are always 
willing to help their customers and their 
shooters.  I feel privileged by being asked 
to help in the finished design of a product 
like this trigger, and it been a lot of fun 
to learn and see how the process works.  
Thank you, Bryan and Tandem Kross for 
this opportunity.



Ben, taking his shot.

LONBy Ben Moody (17)T h i s 
year, several 
of the juniors on 
the Junior Shooters 
magazine’s shooting team 
have started shooting the 
Precision Rifle Series (PRS). It has 
been a very unique experience for 
most of us, because we are primarily 
three-gun shooters accustomed to 
fast and relatively close shooting. At 
our first practice, I was able to get on 
loan a Mossberg MVP with a Vortex 
Viper scope chambered in .308. This 
combination of rifle and scope made it 
easy to adapt to. The rifle feels like an 
AR-15 using the same adjustable stock 
and grip as most modern sporting rifles.

We had very little practice before our 
first match in Vale, Oregon, but it proved 
itself to be a good learning experience. 
We quickly realized the bulk of the 
difficulty was working the scope on 
our rifle instead of shooting it. Between 
inputting the correct information in the 
ballistics calculator and keeping track of 
how many times we turned our turrets, 
we had a lot to learn. After only hitting 
five targets during the match, our three-
gun mentality was checked. We then 
focused on shooting one target at a time 
and making sure our calculations were 
correct. A few weeks later we trained in 
the desert, shooting whistle pigs from 
a variety of positions and ranges. This 
was especially helpful in learning how 
to make scope changes on the fly and 
making the first shot count. The next 
week we went to shoot our second 
match and by the end of the match, 
we all had surpassed our previous 
score by roughly 10 targets. A huge 
improvement! There was also a stage 
involving pistol shooting, which is 
included at many PRS matches. In these 
matches, the targets can be anywhere 
from 100-1100 yards - although it 

LEARNING

seems the majority are around five 
hundred yards. This would seem easy 
to any three-gunner with a thirty-round 
magazine, but here is the catch.  9 times 
out of 10 you can only fire two rounds 
per target.  This complicates the process 
quite a bit. 

Our training consists mainly of 
confirming our DOPE (Details of 
Previous Engagements) which is the 
information used from the previous 
times you have shot. This information 
is important if you want to get first 
round hits on targets. Surprisingly, 
this takes into account temperature, 
humidity, altitude, and a host of other 
conditions that affect the travel of the 
bullet. Making ourselves comfortable in 

any position is also 
a key skill to have. This 

skill may seem to be unnecessary 
until the course of fire makes you shoot 
from a kneeling/squatting position 
though a triangle shaped hole, or off a 
rope stretched across the firing line. 
Thankfully, we have several long-range 
veterans, like Brian Lueddeke and 
Travis Woodberry, who have helped us 
learn this sport. These individuals, as 
well as fellow squad mates, our sponsors 
have been the only way we have been 
able to enter into this challenging sport. 

We are learning and competing very 
well against experienced adult long-
range shooters. After we receive the 
new Asbury Precision Ordnance (APO) 
custom built rifles and Leupold scopes 
we should be able to shine. (Editor’s 
Note: APO is the Exclusive rifle sponsor 
for the Junior Shooters magazine’s long-
range team).

I would like to thank our coaches 
who have been helping us get started in 
shooting long-range and our sponsors 
like APO and Hornady, as well as 
Junior Shooters magazine for this great 
opportunity.
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Three of the Junior Shooters magazine’s 
long-range team. Left-to-right: Cameron, 

Wyatt, and Ben.

Left-to-right: 

Ben, Wyatt, and 

Cameron. Ben and 

Wyatt talking about 

setting up their 

dope and wind and 

elevation changes.

N G RANGE
100 - 1,100 yards.

That is a long way!
LEARNING
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It’s hard to believe that 2016 
is already half over, but we have 
come to a significant safety 
milestone in the year. June is both 
National Safety Month and the 
launch of NSSF’s third annual 
“S.A.F.E. Summer” campaign.

Both these events should 
remind all of us about the serious 
responsibilities that come with 
firearms ownership. We all 
have heard countless times and, 
hopefully, all of us practice, the 
basic rules of firearms safety—
“Never point a firearm in an unsafe 
direction,” “Unload all guns when 
not in use,” “Keep your finger off 
the trigger until you are ready to 
shoot,” etc.

No one, especially gun owners, 
wants an accident with a firearm 
to happen. Fortunately, there is a 
relatively simple solution that can 
help prevent accidents, and it’s one 
that doesn’t require any additional 
legislation, regulation or expense 
for most firearms owners.

It’s the one we emphasize in 
our “S.A.F.E. Summer” program. 
Through this program we are 
reminding firearms owners that, 
in order to prevent unauthorized 
access, guns should be stored 
securely when not in use. 
“S.A.F.E.” serves as an acronym 
for 

• Store firearms responsibly
• Always practice firearm safety
• Focus on your responsibilities 

as a firearm owner 
• Education is key to preventing 

accidents
These basic precautions are a 

cornerstone of our 16-year old 
Project ChildSafe program and 
amplified by our recent “Own it? 
Respect it. Secure it.” campaign, 
which now has nearly 1,400 
industry partners helping us spread 
this important safety message.

Make it a

“S.A.F.E.” 
                              Summer

By  Jennifer L.S. Pearsall
NSSF Director, Public Relations

What can you do to continue the 
practice of being a safe and responsible 
firearms owner? If you’re part of a gun 
club or know a firearms safety and 
shooting instructor, school gun club 
coach or hunter education instructor 
who’s dedicated to making firearms 
safety a top priority, nominate them to be 
a “S.A.F.E. Summer” Local Champion. 
Tell us who they are, a way to contact 
them and why you think they should be 
a “S.A.F.E. Summer Local Champion. 
You can send your nominations to Bill 
Romanelli, Senior Director with APCO 
Worldwide, our Project ChildSafe 
partner, at bromanel@apcoworldwide.
com.

Have questions about firearms safety 
or need safety resources? NSSF has 

the answers. From a wealth of 
excellent videos, including our 
highly regarded film, moderated 
by champion shooter Julie Golob, 
that works to help parents and 
other adults talk to children at the 
right time and in the right way 
about firearm safety, to literature 
instructors can use to enhance their 
class presentations, links that let 
you find a firearms safety course 
and, of course, Project ChildSafe 
and “Own it? Respect it. Secure 
it.” information, NSSF’s library of 
safety information is a resource we 
gladly open to the public. Check it 
out. Simply go to www.nssf.org 
and click on the “Safety” tab at the 
top left corner of the page. 

“We want people to know 
these resources are available so 
responsible gun owners can take 
action—right now—to help keep 
their firearms out of the wrong 
hands and become powerful 
voices in sharing safety messages 
with family members and others 
in their community,” said Steve 
Sanetti, NSSF President and CEO. 
““Our primary message is that if 
you own a firearm, respect it and 
secure it. Proper storage is the 
number one way to help prevent 
firearm accidents in the home—
it has an instant effect in making 
homes and communities safer, and 
saves lives.  

Alabama’s Cavern Cove 
Competition Range is New 

Host for NSSF’s 2016 Rimfire 
Challenge World Championship, 



Kolby Pavlock, 
winner of 

2015 Rimfire 
Challenge World 
Championship

After two years in Arkansas, 
the Rimfire Challenge World 
Championship has found its 2016 
home at the well-regarded shooting 
facility known as Cavern Cove 
Competition Range. Located in 
Woodville, Alabama, the venue is 
sure to appeal to all who attend.

“We have heard nothing but 
good things about Cavern Cove 
and the way its staff runs their 
state match,” said NSSF’s Tisma 
Juett, who manages the Rimfire 
Challenge program. “We are 
looking forward to them hosting the 
World Championship and showing 
everyone what Alabama has to offer 
the match’s competitors and guests.”

The 2016 Rimfire Challenge 
World Championship will take place 
Oct. 14-16. NSSF will announce the 
opening of registration for the event 
later this summer. Information on 
the NSSF Rimfire Challenge World 
Championship can be obtained 
by contacting Match Director 
Jeff Blackwell at jeffblackwell@
knology.net or 256-651-9143. For 
more information on the Rimfire 
Challenge, how to participate in a 
Rimfire Challenge event or how to 
host an event at your range, visit 
nssf.org/rimfire.

Registration 
Now Open
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By Lance Thompson (14)
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Olympics
So, You Want to Shoot Trap in the

I can 
help you 
with 
the skill 
part!

Are you thinking about trying 
to make the 2020 Olympic Trap 
team? Have you thought about 
what it will take? 

I became interested in trap 
shooting at age 9 when I took a 
NRA Shotgun Class. In this class 
I learned about the parts of the 
gun and most importantly gun 
safety. This is when I was able to 
try many of the shotgun sports: 
American Trap, Skeet, Sporting 
Clays and Wobble Trap. The 
instructor suggested to my Dad 
that I should look into competing.  
My Dad recommended that I look 
into Olympic style shooting. We 
found that Keystone Shooting 
Park was only one hour from 
our house.   That is when I 
meet Allen Chubb, my Coach, 
and discovered Olympic Trap. 
I immediately loved the sport. 
I decided at 9 years old to 
fully commit to my dream of 
representing my country in the 
2020 Olympic Summer games 
in Tokyo, Japan. Since then I’ve 
been practicing consistently for 5 
years and have been competing 
for 4 years. Below is a list of 
things that I feel is needed in 
order to reach that goal. 

Disclaimer: Even if you do 
everything I suggest, I can’t 
guarantee you will make the 
Olympic team. It takes skill, 
luck, and more. I can help you 
with the skill part. Here’s what 
you need:

Here’s 
what 
you 
need:
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Olympics
Committed Support Team: 

This is the most important part.  Your 
mother, father, family, friends and school 
must understand there will be demands 
on you and your families time.  You AND 
your family will have to make sacrifices. 
You will miss family events, vacations, 
parties, dances, and sporting events 
because of competitions, training and 
practicing.  Without a committed support 
team behind you, it is impossible.

Shooting Range: Find 
a range or “bunker” to train. 
Only 50 or fewer bunkers are 
left in the USA. And of those, 
many have limited access 
which can pose a problem for 
you. Many athletes arrange 
with their club to help run the 
bunker in exchange for more 
availability. More fortunate 
athletes may build their own 
bunker in their backyard. I 
train at Keystone Shooting 
Park, open 365 days a year, 
12 hours a day. As far as I 
know Keystone is the only 
Bunker in the US with lights 
for nighttime practice.  

Coach: A good coach with 
international experience is vital. They can 
help you identify strengths and challenges. 
This sport is full of peaks and valleys; a 
good coach helps you navigate. Coaching 
Olympic Trap is very different than ATA or 
any other shooting sport. Finding a coach 
with expertise in this sport is difficult. 
Check with other shooters or with USA 
Shooting to find a qualified coach near 
you. 

Gun: Many people start off with semi-auto shotguns, but eventually most 
end up with an over and under. Many brands make specific Trap guns: Perazzi, 
Krieghoff, Blazer, and Beretta, to name a few. Your selection is a personal choice. 
Access to a good gunsmith is important when considering a gun because you will 
need your gun serviced regularly.  These guns are quite expensive, but you are 
paying for longevity and durability. Many of the less expensive guns simply cannot 
handle the hundreds of thousands of rounds you will be shooting. 

Ammunition: Olympic trap requires specific ammunition. The 
payload is limited to 24 grams (about 7/8oz.) The other important 
variable is velocity. A velocity of 1325 foot/second to 1365 foot/second 
is standard with 1410 feet/second being on the higher end of the scale. 
It can be difficult to find Olympic Trap ammunition and it is quite 
expensive -- about $75.00 to $100.00 a case.  One case gets you one 
day of practice (4-5 rounds). Or, you can reload your own ammunition. 
This will cost you around $40.00 to $45.00 per case. 

Vision: Yes, your actual eyesight. It’s the area most people ignore. You will 
need to know which is your dominant eye, but there’s a lot more to it than that. 
Most shooters don’t do much to improve their visual performance. That’s too bad 
because improving vision can give you an advantage. You can actually exercise 
your eyes and improve how quickly and how clearly you see the target! As an 
aspiring Olympic athlete, it’s important to understand your visual strengths and 
weaknesses.  The eyes are the most important aspect of your ability to shoot the 
target. Because you spend time and money to get the best equipment for this 
sport, I really recommend that you make your vision the best it can be. I use 
software called Vizual Edge™ http://www.vizualedge.com. It was developed by 
opthalmologist Dr. Barry L. Seiller, and it helps improve many aspects of your 
vision like visual alignment, depth perception, visual flexibility, visual recognition, 
and visual tracking.  The software evaluates your vision, then recommends how to 
optimize your visual system. I have seen pretty impressive improvements in my 
accuracy because of this training.


